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Notes Bibles Hebrew Library Search

NET NOTES CONSTABLE'SNOTES ¥ MY NOTES

1tn In Hebrew the phrase “my messenger” is XN (mal’ akhi), the same form as the prophet’s name (see note on the
name “Malachi” in 1:1). However, here the messenger appears to be an eschatological figure who is about to appear, as the
following context suggests. According to 4:5, this messenger is “Elijah the prophet,” whom the NT identifies as John the
Baptist (Matt 11:10; Mark 1:2) because he came in the “spirit and power” of Elijah (Matt 11:14; 17:11-12; Lk 1:17).

2tn Here the Hebrew term ]ITX1 (ha’ adon) is used, not NIN? (y®hvah, typically rendered Loro). Thus the focus is not on
the Lord as the covenant God, but on his role as master.

3 sn This messenger of the covenant may be equated with my messenger (that is, Elijah) mentioned earlier in the verse, or
with the Lord himself. In either case the messenger functions as an enforcer of the covenant. Note the following verses,
which depict purifying judgment on a people that has violated the Lord’s covenant.

4 sn The refiner’s fire was used to purify metal and refine it by melting it and allowing the dross, which floated to the top,
to be scooped off.

5tn Or “gift”

6 map For location see Map5-B1; Mapé-F3; Map7-E2; Map8-F2; Map10-B3; JP1-F4; JP2-F4; JP3-F4; JP4-F4,
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